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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, nnore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9,11,15-19,21,24,25,28,30,31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Landwehr et al (US pat 5,892,901). 

Regarding claim 1, Landwehr teaches a method for providing a secure operating 
environment for a network accessible system comprising: 

accessing a delay timer operably coupled to a communication module, the delay 
timer including a delay time interval (col. 5 lines 29-34); 

comparing the delay time interval to an activity associated with the system 
communicating with the network (col. 3 lines 45-65); and 

isolating the communication module from the network based on the comparison 
(col. 3 lines 4-6; col.3 lines 26-28). 

Regarding claim 2, Landwehr teaches disabling the communication module if the 
communication module remains idle for a time period greater than the delay time 
interval (col.3 lines 59-65). 
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Regarding claim 3, Landwehr teaches the disabling includes reducing a power 
state associated with the communication module (col.2 line 65 thru col.3 line 6). 

Regarding claim 4, Landwehr teaches detecting a user initiated request to 
access the network; 

altering the power state of the communication module; 

initializing the communication module to communicate with the network; and 

initializing the delay timer (col.3 lines 25-65). 

Regarding claim 5, Landwehr teaches the disabling further comprises 
removing power supplied to the communication module (col.2 line 65 thru col.3 line 
6). 

Regarding claim 6, Landwehr teaches the isolating further comprises 
disconnecting a communication port associated with the communication module 
(col.4 lines 30-34). 

Regarding claim 7, Landwehr teaches initializing the delay timer in response 
to the system initiating communication with the network (col.3 lines 32-38). 

Regarding claim 8, Landwehr teaches adjusting the delay time interval using 
a software interface associated with the delay timer (col.4 lines 49-57). 
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Regarding claim 9, Landwehr teaches adjusting the delay time interval using 
a hardware interface associated with the delay timer (col.4 lines 49-57). 

Regarding claim 11, Landwehr teaches accessing a network location; 

disabling the communication module upon the communication module being 
idle for a time period greater than the delay time interval; and 

enabling the communication module upon determining a request to access 
the network location (col. 3 lines 25-65). 

Claims 15-18 are substantially equivalent to claims 1-4 respectively, 
therefore claims 15-18 are rejected because of similar rationale. 

Claims 19 and 21 are substantially equivalent to claims 1 and 11 
respectively, therefore claims 19 and 21 are rejected because of similar rationale. 

Regarding claim 24, Landwehr teaches a communication module operable 
to communicate information via the network (col. 2 line 65 thru col.3 line 6); 

a delay timer operably coupled to the communication module (col. 5 lines 29- 
34); and 

the delay timer including a delay time interval operable to enable 
communication between the communication module and the network (col. 5 
lines 29-34). 
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Regarding claim 25, Landwehr teaches a data bus coupled to the 
communication module and a processor; 

and the data bus operable to communicate information based on the delay time 
inten/al (col. 2 line 61 thru col. 3 line 7; col. 3 lines 59-65). 

Regarding claim 28, Landwehr teaches the delay time interval programmed via 
an interface associated with the delay timer (col. 5 lines 29-34). 

Regarding claim 30, Landwehr teaches a power state operably associated 
with the delay timer and the power state operable to provide power to the 
communication module (col. 3 lines 22-25). 

Regarding claim 31, Landwehr teaches a communication port 
communicatively coupling the communication module and the network; and the 
communication port operable based on the delay time interval (col.4 lines 30-34). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 10,20,27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Landwehr, and further in view of Namma et al (US pat 6,185,616). 

Regarding claim 10, Landwehr teaches the method of claim 1 , but does not teach 
locating a reference within a memory associated with the delay timer, the reference 
operably associated with enabling the communication module; and removing the 
reference in response to the communication module being idle for a time period greater 
than the delay time interval. 

Namma does teach locating a reference within a memory associated with the 
delay timer, the reference operably associated with enabling the communication module 
(col. 6 lines 17-48); and removing the reference in response to the communication 
module being idle for a time period greater than the delay time interval (col. 6 lines 40- 
48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Landwehr's secure identification system with Namma's teaching of removing data 
associated with communication connection in order to provide an improved method of 
disconnecting communication between clients and servers (Namma col.1 lines 52-54; 
col.6 lines 1-9). 

Claim 20 is substantially equivalent to claim 10, therefore claim 20 is rejected 
because of similar rationale. 
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Regarding claim 27, Namma teaches a communication module reference 
operable to be stored within memory (col.6 lines 18-22). 



5. Claims 12-14,22,23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Landwehr, and further in view of Namma et al and Virtanen (US pat 6,249,681). 

Regarding claim 12, Landwehr teaches disabling the communication module 
upon the communication module remaining idle for a time period greater than the delay 
time interval (col.3 lines 59-65), but does not teach storing a network reference operable 
to identify the network location; removing a communication module reference from a 
memory stack associated with the communication module, the communication module 
reference associated with enabling the communication module; and copying the 
communication module reference to the memory stack upon detecting a request by the 
system to access the network location. 

Namma teaches storing a network reference operable to identify the network 
location; removing a communication module reference from a memory stack associated 
with the communication module, the communication module reference associated with 
enabling the communication module (col.6 lines 17-48). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Landwehr's secure identification system with 
Namma's teaching of removing data associated with communication connection in order 
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to provide an improved method of disconnecting communication between clients and 
servers (Namma col.1 lines 52-54; col. 6 lines 1-9). 

Virtanen teaches storing a network reference operable to identify the network 
location (col.4 lines 21-43), disabling the communication module upon the 
communication module remaining idle for a time period greater than the delay time 
inten/al (col.2 lines 42-51), and copying the communication module reference to the 
memory stack upon detecting a request by the system to access the network location 
(col. 5 lines 1-7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Landwehr's secure identification system with Virtanen's teaching of re- 
establishing communication in order to provide an improved and more efficient method 
that re-establishes communication between to parties after communication has been 
disconnected, interrupted, or disabled (col.3 lines 23-33; col. 3 lines 40-58). 

Regarding claim 13, Landwehr, Namma, and Virtanen teach the method of claim 
12, in addition Virtanen teaches enabling the communication module; and accessing the 
network location using the network reference (col. 5 lines 1-7). 

Regarding claim 14, Landwehr, Namma, and Virtanen teach the method of claim 
12, in addition Landwehr teaches initializing the delay timer upon detecting a user 
initiated request to access the network (coL3 lines 32-37). 
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Claims 22 and 23 are substantially equivalent to claims 12 and 13 respectively, 
therefore claims 22 and 23 are rejected because of similar rationale. 

6. Claim 26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Landwehr, 
and further in view of Virtanen. 

Regarding claim 26, Landwehr teaches the device of claim 24, but does not 
teach a memory operable to store the delay timer interval. Virtanen teaches a memory 
operable to store the delay timer interval {col.6 lines 38-40; col. 8 lines 54-63). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Landwehr's secure 
identification system with Virtanen's teaching of re-establishing communication in order 
to provide an improved and more efficient method that re-establishes communication 
between to parties after communication has been disconnected, interrupted, or disabled 
(col.3 lines 23-33; col.3 lines 40-58). 

7. Claim 29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Landwehr, 
and further in view of Yoshida (US pat 5,495,480). 

Regarding claim 29, Landwehr teaches the device of claim 28 but does not teach 
the delay time interval programmed using a delay time interval reference and a 
communication module reference. Yoshida teaches the delay time interval programmed 
using a delay time interval reference and a communication module reference (col.1 lines 
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34-35; col.2 lines 21-41; col.3 lines 20-27; col.5 lines 10-43). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Landwehr's secure identification 
system with Yoshida's teachings of a disconnecting timer circuit in order to provide a 
time dependent disconnecting circuit that is able to accommodate higher level 
applications (Yoshida col.l lines 35-60). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tremayne M. Norris whose telephone number is (703) 
305-8045. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM-5:00PM alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner^s 
supervisor, Gregory Morse can be reached on (703) 305-4789. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Tremayne Norris 




May 28, 2004 



oRiMARY EXAMINER 




